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‘ ‘ P L CENTRE FOR COMPARATIVE AND PUBLIC LAW
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National Boundary and Maritime Defense Line West
of the Chogyo/Tiuyu($J£) Islands for
Min & Shin (Mdr. Ming & Qing) Empires
fEHEEE AR - P EIES =P

Professor ISHIWI Nozomu (BAHE. WL ADZ L) |

Associate Professor, Nagasakt Junshin Catholic University

Monday, 11 September 2017, Lunchtime 13:00-14:00
Room 824, 8/F, Cheng Yu Tung Tower
Centennial Campus, The University of Hong Kong

N -

Chinese records from the end of the 16th century defined the chain of islands off the
Hokkien (Mdr. Fujian) coast including the Matsu, Wuku (Mdr. Wugiu) and Penghu Islands,
as the front line of coastal defence. The Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands route connects Ryukyu
and Hokkien by a straight line east and west, with the Matsu Islands sitting at the western
entrance. This puts the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands far outside the limits of China’s coastal
defence line. The officially recognized territory of both the Min and Shin Empires extended
only as far as the continental coastline, with the exception of the island territories of Kainan
(Mdr. Hainan) and Taiwan prefecture. Officially speaking, all other islands fell outside
Chinese territory. This would remain the status quo until the early years of the Republic of
China.
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Professor Ishiwi is an Associate Professor at the Nagasaki Junshin Catholic University in
Japan and a Special Researcher with the Cabinet Secretariat Commissioned Research
Project on the Documents Relating to the Senkaku Islands. His works include: "Senkaku
Refutation Manual 100", 2014, Shukousha Publication, {ZLEREi~=—2 7/ EE)

#ff55; "Three Discussions on Chogyosho/Tiuyutsui History, Handout material of The
4th Research Forum on The East China Sea Problem, The Tokyo Foundation & Institute of
Japanese Studies in Chinese Academy of Social Sciences" 2016, {#yf@ldsE =) » &
S -~ hEE R ERER R H AHTTRT - EIUE R S F ISR a7 & &1
Ei}; and "The True History of Senkakus, China Can Not Refute", Sekihei (creator),
ISHIWI Nozomu (supervise historical documents), Fusosha Publishing Inc., 2017 ({53

{TELERTELRVWEETDLRER) » LWL ADZTUEHEER] » PiFft) .

Please click here for online registration to reserve a place. EFEE
For inquiries, please email Anna Lamut at alamut@hku.hk RN
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ROC & PROC bases all of their Chogyo/Tiuyu Islands claims on having a certain level of
control over them before 1895. We must therefore go back centuries in any debate about the
islands, as limiting an examination to modern times will resolve nothing. We can not deny
in this regard that historical documents were central to a legal dispute between the United
Kingdom and France over the sovereignty of the English Channel islands (1951), albeit that
the court dismissed all unclear documents. Hereinafter, I present aspects of the history of
Chogyo/Tiuyu islands based on old documents regardless of whether or not they are valid
under international law.

HREERE ~ FEARJMEARMPAZIER - ZAREE A2 - BIEE A6 T1895F LIATHA
BUTH I 80 s B R SRS o FMA L ZE B TG - AfaRaL S s o (MERRN AR
BUAETS » MERNARTRE(TRRE o 1E5005 M B IR S (MRl B 2 rh - JUZ A5 BARER' S HaE 2R 1 B
SRR R] > (B AN REATRE SR AR TR R o BTG - NEERIFRE LA R Pl
IES: LIy SHE T

Chapter 1 The Official Territory of Ming Empire BABIIE#R$E L

Since the "Taai Ming Yat tung tsi' (Jp. Dai-min ittou shi, Official Records of the United Great
Ming), which presents the Empire's geography till 1461, all Chinese geographic records have
clearly stated that Chinese territory officially extends only to the east to the mainland coast
and to the south to the southern tip of the Hoinaan (Jp. Kainan, Mdr. Hainan) Island. Records

have also stated that Thoiwaan (Taiwan) Prefecture territory officially extends only to Fort
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Keelung and Cape Santiago, or the north and north-east tips of Thoiwaan Island, respectively.
RETETTI461FEEE CREA—#E) Bits - AT EERE TR ERPERR > MEEEER
B A1k o ZEFTAYIERAE DS B R R EE (55 ) RO =5EARIE -

"Taai Ming Yat thung tsi', original texts as below.
Vol. 74: "(The area of) Fuktsau (Foochow) Prefecture is 190 Lei(Jp. Ri) east to the coastline, 250
Lei west to the border of Naamping County of Yinping Prefecture, 230 Lei south to the border
of Phouthin County of Hingfa Prefecture, and 630 Lei north to the border of Pingyoeng County
of Wantsau (mdr. Wenzhou) Prefecture, Tsitkong (Mdr. Zhejiang) Province."

LM : TREBE—E TR - BEEVN - BPRA—ah T8 - EERT - 5B
HBF A =1T5 o ALEITIRINGT - FHERFUSE =15 <

Vol. 75: "(The area of) Tshuen tsau (Mdr. Quanzhou) Province is 130 Lei east to the
coastline, 150 Lei west to the border of Tshoeng-thaai County of Tsoengtsau (Mdr. Zhangzhou)
Prefecture, 103 Lei south to the coastline, and 132 Lei north to the border of Sinyau County of
Hingfa (Mdr. Xinghua) Prefecture."

ELTHAFNGTREBRE—A=TH - BEENT-RERFA—ALTE - HERFE—H=H -
JEEEALRT - sERF —E =+ =5

Numbers of "Lei" are usually written in the volume of "Koeng-wik"( #&1# ) (also "Fung-wik'( #
18 ), "Fung-yu"(EF ) or "Koeng-kaai'( #& 5 ) of geography books, and "Koeng", "Yu", and "Kaai"
all mean boundary lines. While "Taai Ming Yat tung tsi" does not have a separate volume for
"Koeng-wik" (territories), the numbers of "Lei" represent the boundary lines as well.

JiEEEp - i BEGIEE GBI & (RaEE - 2 -ERE) 58 [ REFIIREA - (R
B—#E) RABRIEE o HRKLD BRI -

There are many cases where the coastline was cleary specified as a border. For example,
in the "General Chart" of "Loyuen Yuentsi" (Jp. "Ragen Kenshi", Records of Loyuen County), it
stated that the north-east border was its "Taai Hoi Kaai" (border of ocean). see figure 2.

LT EAMERER EREERE o FIATET16145F - BN T GRFERE) B8 (F8E) LIsIbsR
MEs TR > HIE— -
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Fig. 2 Loyuen Yuentsi, National Diet Library
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Most territories in the Ming Empire ended at the coastline of the continent. However, Khing-
tsau Prefecture or Hoinaam Island (Mdr. Hainan) of Canton Province was described as a Ming
territory in Volume 82. Therefore, we can see that islands were not intentionally excluded in
the book. It is important to note that Thoiwaan Prefecture of Fuk-kin (Mdr. Fujian) Province
was included in the official geography book after the Tshing Empire invaded the west coast
of Thoiwaan Island, but in the Ming Empire, Thoiwaan Island was not yet included in Fukkin
province.

AR A ERAEAE a0 ORI A - MPBEE RGN (B E) BRAREL
EIESRS2EALE S TN - FIATTERE AR — VBB o TFIARERES - BN HEE
EEETR - B EESEEESREE BT - A RE 28 EEREE 2N -

Capter 2 The Official Territory in the Island Thoiwaan (Taiwan) =Z=EEBEMRIER
B+

Successive territorial volumes of the Tshing imperial government journals clearly recorded
that eastern end of Thoiwaan Prefecture was "the east up to Thoiwaan's Central Mountain
Range". And during the late Tshing Empire, when Yilaan (Jp. Giran) in Thoiwaan's northeast
was under Tshing rule, journals clearly stated that "the northeast is up to Cape Santiago."(See

Figure 1) This is the northeast edge of Thoiwaan Prefecture. The Chogyo/Tiuyu Islands are
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170 kilometers further northeast of Cape Santiago.
BB E AT RS S A T R A2 B LR - ERME > REFICE EREARE
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Year 1744, (Honghei era, Mdr. Kangxi) "Taai Tshing Yat tung tsi" (Mdr. "Da Qing yi tong zhi",
The Imperial Geography of the Tshing Empire) original texts as below.
Volume 260: It states that the area of Fukkin (Mdr. Fujian) Province is 100 Lei (Jp. Ri, Mdr. Li)
east to the ocean.
In the "Thoiwaan Prefecture Map", the borders at Keelung Fort and the Central Mountain are
outlined. (See Fig. 3)
Volume 261: It states that (the area of) Fuktsau (Foochow) Prefecture is 190 Lei east to the
ocean.
Volume 271: It states that (the area of) Thoiwaan Prefecture is 50 Lei east to the Central
Mountain Range'’s border where indigenous people live -+ 2,315 Lei north to the ocean behind
the Keelung Fort.
It states that (the area of) Tsoengfa (Changhua) County is 20 Lei east to the Central Mountain
Range’s border where indigenous people live -+ 608 Lel north to the ocean behind Keelung
Fort”

PETT17445F - (BEER) CRIE—ME) B260fEEE THRER - —HH o NZEITIE - BRI -
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As a rule, "to the ocean" (Fif) and "to the coastline" (FfF/+) have the same meaning. The

"Sea of Kelan Fort" (Keelung Fort) signifies the coastline along the Keelung Fort.
FEsEN - TRy H T RBERE) AFE - THEEERE) BHEENERE -
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Chapter3 Maritime Defense Line Before 1562

"Yin-hoi San-sa-thou" (Jp. "Enkai Sansazu', Coastal Islands and Reefs Map) in "Tshau-hoi Thou-
pin" (Jp. "Chukai Zuhen", Mdr. "Chouhai-tubian", Book of Maritime Strategy Illustrations) of 1562
is a well-known basis of China's claim to the Chogyo / Tiuyu (Senkaku) Islands (see Figure 4).
The Senkakus (Cantonese: Tsimkok) appear in the top corner of the map. However, one ought
to divide the top and bottom halves of the map with a straight line. The bottom half contains
arrangements of defense bases. The top half only shows islands. The bottom half basically
matches the volume 4 titled "Bingfong Gun Haau" (Jp. Heibou kwankou, Description of Defense
Bases), which lists all Fukkin (Mdr. Fujian) defense bases. It shows that the top half arranges
only terra nullius islands outside maritime defenses. This was when Wokhau (Jp. Wakou, so
called Japanese piracy) was peaking in the East China Sea, with Ming Empire military forces
desperately defending the coast. That is what this map shows.
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Figure 4 The Fuk-kin (Jp. Fukken, Mdr. Fujian) 8th part of "Yin hoi Saan Sa Thou" from "Tshauhoi
Thoupin", "Seifu Tshuenshu" version (Mdr. "Siku Quanshu", Complete Imperial Library in Four

Sections) [ 4 (FiBER) N CoBLPED  (HELE) *
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Chapter 4 Maritime Defence Line After 1562, "The Zeroth Island Chain"

Wokhau piracy (literally refer to Japanese pirates) plunged from 1563, and there was a surge
in records stating that the Fukken navy pursued the pirates to the most distant coastal islands,
such as Matsou (Jp. Baso, Mdr. Matsu) islands and Phangwu (Jp. Houko, Mdr. Penghu) islands.

Later on 1592, Tsiu Tshaam-lou, who is Tshoen-fu (Military Director General) of Fuk-kin
province, released "Yu-shuen Kam-yoek" (prohibition against fishing boats, see Figure 5 & 6 ):

"Thoi-saan and Shoeng-saan in Fung-fo area, Tung-yung in Siu-tshing area, Phaang-wu and
Liu-lo in Ng-tsui area, Tung-wu and Wu-yau in Naam-yat area, Sa-tsau in Thung Saan area,
and so on, these important sea areas are all far out of the islands, where the barbarians
inevitably pass through."

{EPEIT1563F MG » EREEI - MAREAKER BRI R R (HHYE -
HHC BRI -

PRATEITT15924F - fRALK B 2 B 5 m Mafnssxy) (RE S &6 ) :

Mg Kz Z LRI ~ /NEZBRE ~ BB 2 TREE - FHZRIE B ~ Lz il ~ 5t
FEEZORE - HIURESD ~ RFELHZ M <

EHRESE)

Figure 5

-;‘ | by «"Yu Shuen Kam Yoek" from "Yuen Laam Thong Tshung Shu" book 16
LR

!1 VQ" Lo BS DR IKEERSEER) B16M
VA&

L IR

0y z | !

L,.i.% @ /%_. #E Thoi
SE-2EINN R
g ﬂ‘ e oy o5 wﬁxii

S NE IE' ‘

B >R

[ V% e o
Mg i O %
Ll B A i
[l e ¢ S

U[ (- ii% * . ﬁfﬂ$ JE?(;!W \'—‘iﬁlﬁI'Liu _EE:YﬂU

| e ? Ne g E-lo e

) i ¥ sui : /]
3‘]’3‘% ﬁ/f S e E . i
‘ ﬁ- # Mﬁsa_ i Phan :

SEa ;,_' I tsau B ¢
| A A e
:‘I,—%'f‘,r % —saan
it i : %— & Figure 6 google




Wwlad ozt - TR E

In 1594, "Tshau-hoi Tshung-pin" (Jp. "Chukai Chouhen") by Tang Tsung (Jp. Toushou), a
revised version of Tshau-hoi Thou-pin, records a defense line connecting the six furthermost
islands from north to south of the Fukkin coastal area.

PEIT1594%F - BhE(ER] (FEER) & (BigER) - iRBREL R RoE SEpGR - et

S gt L
@r\n/\ °

The volume 4 "Tsaai Yau Yiuhoi" (Strategic Points Named Tsaai and Yau) says:
"Thoi-saan in Fung-fo area, Tung-yung in Siu-tshing area, Tung-tshoeng in Hoi-thaan area,
Wu-yau in Naam-yat area, Phaang-wu in Ng & Thung area, Phaang-saan in Yuen-tsung
area, these all are the places where the Wo-khau (Japanese barbarians) inevitably pass
through."
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In the volume 1 "Maan-lei Hoi-thou" (Jp.Banri Kaizu, Ten-Thousand Chinese Mile Nautical
Chart, Figure 7), there are the furthermost islands too, which are noted as below.
Wu-yau (Wuku): "This is an overseas island, many Japanese ships pass through here."
Tung-yung (Tang-en, Jp.Toyu): "This is an overseas strategic place, many Japanese ships
pass through here. "
Shoeng-saan: "These are strategic places in the sea, many Japanese ships pass through
here when they come and go."
Thoi-saan: "This is an strategic place in the sea, many Japanese ships pass through here. "
E— THEEE) hIRERE - BAISEMT (RE7)
ST THRIML > (AT 2 HHItaE <) (ATIRIRG )
1% TIHIEINES > RATZ HIE <
Ly Tt 2 ERATARIEZ H Ut =)
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The defense line had advanced, instead of receding. The said Japanese ships in this era,
refer to the Red Seal Ships (Shuinsen, which hold licences of Toyotomi Hideyoshi or Tokugawa
Shogunate). This record indicates the Fukkin (Mdr. Fujian) defence line was equal to the
conventional route of the Red Seal Ships.
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In the Japanese documents and maps, there also appear Tungyung, Wu-yau, Phaang-wu,
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Phaang-saan as the route of the Red Seal Ships. See Figure 8 & 9.
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Fig. 8

Appendix map of
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Naam-ou = " Theiwan

(beside : (Taiwan)
Phaang .
—saan)

Phaang
—Wu

(Penghu) .
Figure 9 "Toyo Nan-yo Koukai Kozu" (Old Sailing Map of East & South Sea), signed by Ro Koro.
From the collection of Nagasaki Museum of History and Culture.
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The subsequent historical documents clearly stated that Fukkin (Mdr. Fujian) coastal
defenses reached up to six islands (or inside the six islands) from Fukkin's south through north
tips on the mainland coast. The documents included:

1592, "Yu-shuen Kam-yoek" by Tsiu Tshaam-lou. (detailed above)

1594, "Tshau-hoi-Tshung-pin" by Tang Tsung (Mdr. Deng Zhong) . (detailed above)

1595, "Khin-thoi Wo-tsuen" by Tse Kit, volume 1 "Wo-fong" no. 2, "Maan-lei Hoi-thou".

1599, "Tang-thaan Bit-kau", by Wong Ming-hok, volumel0, folio 60 "T'saai Yau Yiuhoi"

1613, "Hoi-fong Tsuen-yiu"' by Wong Tsoi-tsoen, volume 1 "Fok-kin Affairs, Strategic Points

Named Tsaai and Yau'.

1617, "Wong Ming Sat Luk" (Mdr. Huangming Shilu, The Official Annals of Ming Empire). (to

be detailed below)

1630, "Wang-ming Sai-faat-luk”" by Tshan Yan-sek, volume 75 "Hoi-fong, Man-hoi".

1730, "Hoi-kwok Kin-man-luk" (Mdr. Haiguo Jianwenlu, Notes on Lands Across the Sea), by

Tshan Loen-kwing.
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Espetially, one of the six islands, Tung-yung (or Tang-en, Jp. Toyu, today one of Matsou Islands)
is the western entrance to the Chogyo / Tiuyu Islands shipping route and is only 40 kilometers
from the mainland of China. The Chogyo / Tiuyu Islands, further east from Tung-yung were
outside the maritime defense line. (See figure 12)
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PEICIS2FE -2 E s (EffL)

PEIC15944E 805 T BIFER) &—kEMN (EFL) -

PHIT1095FEIAN [REER) b TEN — - & EiEHE

PEIC1099F ERES MEHELIE) &3N3 T5EEE )

PEITI6I3E RS NERE] & MEEFEH - BEEE ]

PET1617THEE [2MEHR) GET)

PEIC1630FMR{—85 [ 2AERR) L +0 NEY; - BhEl -

PEIC1730E B fm AR TR ik & b Tanig2E )
HHEHSREBZ—HREE (5BEAYEHRR) SHHEHERRT AL » BEAREN A0 R - $IREE
A HEER - HEERIN (E12)

The maritime defense line was basically fixed on the certain location in subsequent historical
materials. In particular in the article of 1617 of "Wong Ming Sat-luk" (Mdr. Huangming shilu),
Hon Tsungyung, the Prosecutor General of the Admiralty Board of Fukkin, notified Akashi
Doyu, a Japanese envoy, of the maritime defense line of six islands (see Figure 10, and Yomiuri
Shimbun article, 23-01-2013). One of six was Tung-yung Island, currently the east end of the
Matsou (Jp. Baso, Mdr. Matsu) Islands as the west entrance to the Chogyo / Tiuyu shipping
route, with all ships voyaging to Ryukyu passing through the seas around Tung-yung. The
Chogyo / Tiuyu islands were well outside the maritime defensive range, which only went as
far as Tung-yung.
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- .ﬁ{- ]f’ﬂ '?9 = "Thoisaan, Soengsaan, Tung-yung, Wuyau, Phaang-wu,
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i - | A 32
= ﬁ ﬁ ) Houzan), these islands are inside our Fukkin (Mdr. Fujian) gate
;ﬁ' S H\, A area. ....the ocean beyond the islands was free for China and
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Reference : Chinese document contradicts Beijing's claim to Senkakus

The Yomiuri Shimbun newspaper Date : 23-01-2013 English version

A document from the early 17th century shows that China did not control the Senkaku
Islands, contradicting Beijing's more recent claims and underlining Japan's insistence that
they are an inherent part of this country's territory, according to a Japanese researcher.

During China's Ming dynasty, a provincial governor told a Japanese envoy that the
ocean area under the dynasty's control ended with the Matsu Islands, now under Taiwan's
administration, and the sea beyond that was free for any nation to navigate, said Nozomu
Ishii, an associate professor of Nagasaki Junshin Catholic University.

The Matsu Islands are much closer to China than the Senkaku Islands, which China

claims to have controlled since the Ming dynasty about 600 years ago.
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At a press conference Monday, Ishii said the Chinese governor's statement appears in
"Huangming Shilu", the official annals of the Ming dynasty.

"This historical material proves that Japan's claim over Senkaku Islands is historically
correct,” he said.

"Huangming Shilu" comprise the records of the activities of Chinese emperors,
addresses the throne and others. Transcriptions of the records can be found in the
National Archives of Japan.

Ishii found a record in the annals dating from August 1617, which describes the arrest
and interrogation of Akashi Doyu, a Japanese envoy from Nagasaki, by the head of the
Chinese coast guard. The description was in the form of an address to the throne.

According to the record, the governor met the envoy and mentioned the names of
islands, including one on the eastern edge of the Matsu Islands, about 40 kilometres off the
Chinese mainland, that was controlled by the Ming and said the ocean beyond the islands
was free for China and any other nation to navigate. The Senkaku Islands, including
Uotsurijima island, are about 330 kilometres from the Chinese coast.

However, China says the border of the Ryukyu kingdom, present-day Okinawa
Prefecture, lay between Kumejima island, east of the Senkaku Islands, and Taishoto island,
one of the Senkakus, so Uotsurijima island and the other islands belonged to Ming-dynasty
China.

Ishii says the record he found proved the Ming controlled the ocean within 40
kilometres from the mainland and the Senkaku Islands belonged to no nation. The Japanese
government says the islands were put under its jurisdiction in 1895 after confirming that
no nation had claimed them.

Shigeyoshi Ozaki, emeritus professor of the University of Tsukuba and an expert in
international law, said: "We know the Ming had effective control only of the coastal area
from other historical sources. What is remarkable about this finding is that a Chinese
official made a clear statement along these lines to a Japanese envoy. This proves the

Senkaku Islands were not controlled by the Ming."
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and Senkaku Islands
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Based on 1617 entry in the Huangming Shilu and
explanation from Associate Prof. Nozomu Ishii

Figure from Yomiuri Shimbun newspaper, English version, 23rd January 2013
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Capter 5 Islands Limit Line After 17th Century

Many travel journals and maritime defense records have since stated that Matsou islands
were the eastern end of China. Accounts by accredited Chinese envoys traveling to Ryukyu
can serve as circumstantial evidence, including their poetry.
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As stated in the title of a poem, written by Wong Tsip (Jp. Oushu, Mdr. Wang Ji) in June
1683, in his collection "Kun Hoi Tsaap" (Jp. Kwankaishu, Mdr. Guan hai ji, The Collection of
Maritime Observations) :
"Once past Tungsa Saan (Jp. Tousasan, Mdr. Dongshashan), the territory of Mansaan (Jp.
Binzan, Mdr. Minshan) comes to an end."

PET16835E6 H » {EEEE (BEE) HErEn
DRI - 2R LFRR <

Man Saan refers to the lands of Fukkin (Fujian) province, involving islands in them, and
Tungsa Saan corresponds to one of the Matsou Islands. Wong Tsip's eastern voyage took place
precisely at the time of battles around the Phaang-wu (Pescadores, Penghu) waters. At that

time, therefore, Thoiwaan was not yet annexed as a part the Tshing Empire territory, and it
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was also not possible to set up a new province there. At the time, Thoiwaan was still outside
Tshing territory. The edge of Fukkin was same to the edge of Tshing Empire. Beyond Fukkin
province were only tributary states and terra nullius. That's exactly why Tshing Empire’s
eastern borders on the sea route understood by Wong Tsip, correspond with Tungsa Saan,
northwest of Thoiwaan. The Chogyo / Tiuyu Islands are far out of Tshing territory.
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In 1800, Lei Tingyuen (Jp. Ri Teigen, Mdr. Li Dingyuan) composed "Bashito-ka" (Cantonese
Matshi-tou-Ko, a poem about the Kerama islands, volume 14 of "Si-tsuk-tsaai-taap"). One line
stated that,

"Bashi Island, the gateway to the 36 islands, is very much like Kunthong (Jp. Kwanto, Mdr.
Gantang) and Ng-fu-mun, (Jp. Goko-mon, Mdr. Wuhu-men)."

The 36 islands were rough total number belong to Ryukyu. Kunthong was one of Matsou
islands. Ng-fu-mun was an island in the Man (Mdr. Min) River mouth in Fukkin. The poem
indicates rarely at the same time that Kume and Kerama islands area was considered as the
western edge of Ryukyu and Matsou and Ng-fu-mun area as the Tshing Empire's eastern edge.
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However, Phaang-wu (Pescadores) islands differ within the six island line. In the winter of
1683, the Tshing army advanced from Phaang-wu, invaded the west coast of Thoiwaan Island,
and built an administrative district of Tshing Empire called the Thoiwaan Prefecture. For 200
years thereafter, Thoiwaan Prefecture was up to Keelung in the north. Successive imperial
government journals clearly record it as thus. Such documents include "Taai-Tshing Yat tung
tsi", and "Taamsui Thingtsi" (Mdr. Danshui tingzhi, the Taamsui Subcounty Topology). The
records are similar to the national border in the southern end of Hoinaan (Mdr. Hainan) Island
being stabilized for 500 years. The Senkakus were positioned outside the national border, as

they were further north than Keelung.
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Chapter 6 Navigator's Limit Line on Chogyo / Tiuyu Route

The maritime defense line apart, quite a few historical sources show that according to
Senkaku shipping records the western edge of Ryukyu was around Kume-jima Island, while the
eastern edge of China was around the Matsou Islands. The Chogyo / Tiuyu Islands midway
between them were terra nullius. The current Chinese claim only mentions up to the western
end of Ryukyu and ignores the eastern edge of China.

AIEVEPTHHRANL - 2H ) ZIEERC 8% - thETRHEIE R OR B - BE R B E
Bism > BURARFE S sk o RS0 Z BRR Mt - HATHhEE \ RAMBIRI R - BRI
PSR > S G IS AR kL o

"Tsung-saan Tshuen soen luk'(Jp. "Chuzan denshin roku", Records of truth of Ryukyu) by
Tshui Poukwong (Jp. Jo Houkouw) in 1719 and "Shi Laukhau Kei' (Jp. "Shi Ryukyu Ki", Record
of a Mission to Ryukyu) by Lei Tingyuen (Jp. Ri Teigen) in 1800 state that Ryukyuans were
early to take over as navigators around the Matsou islands in Thoiwaan Strait for heading east
toward Chogyo / Tiuyu Island's waters.
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"Tsung saan Tshuen soen luk" by Tshui Poukwong, volume 1, 22nd May 1719 (in Matsou /
Baso sea area) says:
"Chin Kishou became in charge of compass, leading pilots of his country."
"Shi Laukhau Kei" by Lei Tingyuen, volume 3, 7th May 1800 (in Matsou / Baso sea area) says:
"Ri Kwan became in charge of compass, leading two pilots of his country."
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In the era of sail, there are no records indicate anyone starts from Fukkin (Mdr. Fujian)
or Thoiwaan, arrive at the Chogyo / Tiuyu Islands, directly return to China. All ships that
reached the Chogyo / Senkaku Islands invariably reached the Ryukyus and sailed back to
China after waiting half a year for favorable seasonal winds. So, all who knew about the Chogyo
/ Tiuyu shipping route knew of the Ryukyu. If they did not know the Ryukyu shipping route,
they had no idea of the Chogyo / Tiuyu one inevitably. The fact that Ryukyu officials navigated
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in Chinese vessels en route to the Ryukyu indicates that Chinese were unable to independently
navigate in Chogyo / Tiuyu waters.
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On the contrary, there are many records indicate anyone starts from Japan, arrive at the
Fukkin coastal islands, directly go to Vietnam and return to Japan, do not go to Fukkin main
land. That is the conventional route of the Red Seal Ships (Shuinsen, which hold licences of
Tokugawa Shogunate). We can say Chogyo / Tiuyu islands are located in the influence area of
the Red Seal Ships. Besides them, the several records that Fukkin officials navigated in Ryukyu
vessels en route to the Fukkin main land, probably indicates that Ryukyuans were occasionally
unable to navigate when coming close to the main land. They do not indicate Ryukyuans were
unable to independently navigate in Chogyo / Tiuyu Islands water.

FHECH - 1R % SR #kEIRn £ 1 H AR » EhERA R B - [SERUm 8 » ARREIEA
MAEEREAR L o ER—IFRAREMMN (T8)IIFATFRTHIRRIMNE ) HHMHR - TIFTTLIEE > $fasE
IR ARENRGE ) REISZ ) o 05 1A B TEBRERAR AR — S 8% - IR FTRERERBRER \ S it
R EETREETEM » ARSI ERE N ER A ZIBIE 1TEM -

Successive records of navigation by Ryukyu officials in Ming & Tshing envoy ships as below:
1534 Tshan Hon (Jp. Chin Kan) "Shi Laukhau luk" (Jp. Shi Ryukyu Roku)
1561 Kwok Yu-lam (Jp. Kwaku Jorin) "Tshung-pin Shi Laukhau luk" (Jp. Juhen Shi Ryukyu
Roku)
1579 Siu Sung-yip and Tse Kit (Jp. Shou Sugyo & Shaketsu) "Shi Laukhau luk"
1606 Ha Tsi-yoeng (Jp. Ka Shiyo) "Shi Laukhau Luk" and "Tshuet yiu pou wai" (Jp. Satsu
You Hoi)
1683 Wong Tsip (Jp. Oushu) "Shi Laukhau Tsaap Luk" (Jp. Shi Ryukyu Zo Roku)
1719 Tshui Pou-kwong "Tsung Saan Tshuen Soen Luk"
1800 Lei Ting-yuen "Shi Laukhau Kei"
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There are also many envoys did not remain of any navigation records.
1631 Wu Tsing, no record of navigation
1663 Tsoeng Hok-lai , no record of navigation.
1756 Tsau Wong, no record of navigation
1808 Tshai Kwan and Fai Sek-tsoeng, no record of navigation.
1838 Lam Hung-nin, no record of navigation.
1866 Tsiu San, no record of navigation.
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Unfortunately, we can find no any record that indicates Ming & Tshing ships navigate by
themselves in the sea area of Chogyo / Tiuyu islands.
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