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A Study of Sports Activities in the Foreign Settlement in Nagasaki:

A Focus on the Opening of Bowling Saloons

Koso KUMANO

Abstract

In order to clarify sports activities in the foreign settlement in Nagasaki, this
paper is to investigate the development of facilities for bowling there.

The historical materials in this paper were taken from the first English newspaper
in Japan “The Nagasaki Shipping List and Advertiser,” and the book by M. Paske
Smith, the England consul at Nagasaki, “ Western Barbarians in Japan and Formosa
in Tokugawa Days 1603-1868 .

In 1861 for the first time in Japan, the International Bowling Saloon and bowling
alley of the Commercial Hotel were opened.

After that a few hotels with facilities for bowling were built, and many foreigners
in the settlement took pleasure in bowling.

Especially, it is remarkable that the Nagasaki Bowling Club in the Nagasaki
Restaurant established in 1869 continued to attract foreigners in the settlement more
than fifty years after the dawn of sport in Japan.

Key words: Nagasaki, a foreign settlement, bowling saloon, bowling alley
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