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Features and Issues of Reform for Secondary
Educational Curriculum in the Philippines
[J Focused on the Two Cases of the Senior High School Modelling Program(]

Kenichi ISHIDA

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify meanings of secondary educational curriculum in the
Philippines focused on two cases of Senior High School Modelling Program.

In the country, the educational system was established under the influence of the United States of
America. The secondary educational system was formed 4 years as secondary education. Recently, the
government introduced a new system of secondary education. In 2012, within the framework of the K to 12
Basic Education Program, the period of the high schools was extended by 2 years. In 2016, the new
students were enrolled in the senior high schools. For this preparation, the government had implemented the
“Senior High School Modelling Program” since 2012.

In this research, in addition to the documents collected in the government, the information by
interviews conducted at the Department of Education and the cases of the two modelling schools were
analyzed.

Main findings of the study are as follows:

(1) The government decided to reform the curriculum because of the recognition of a need to adapt it
to international level. At the senior high schools, “Core Subjects’ were prepared for al students and
“Applied Track Subjects’ which were consisted of 4 tracks will be provided to them. This reform is very
significant because all of the students can pursue their potential capabilities.

(2)  Many national senior high schools will offer the track of “Technical Vocational Livelihood”. The
curriculum is very practical including the courses in private companies in the communities. These changes
will require new roles of teachers not only teaching but also coordinating with various agencies in the
communities.

(3) Compared with national senior high schools, private senior high schools have more academic
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tracks.

It should be noted how the government will fairly realize the potentials of al studentsin the country.
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